
 Women of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church (WSJ)
 0915-1000 at Parish Center

The meeting began at 0915 when called to order by President Teresa Fiala with 
twenty-one attendees. 

See agenda, attendance and Elders Event report attached to the original minutes.
 
Dee Dahm led us in a shared prayer.

The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed with a broad overview by 
Secretary Finny Sechser and unanimously approved by the group. 

Teresa stated she had received thank you cards from the youth who received a 
scholarship and from the youth attending the Steubenville event last summer.

Teresa stated the bake sale proceeds were May $608; July $681 and August $827.

Teresa reported that she and Jan Skott renewed our CD with additional money. We have
$7000 at First Interstate Bank accumulating  interest at 3.75%. This CD will come 
due in February 2026.

Teresa stated that $50 was given to Deacon Pat Coy for his anniversary. Shauna 
Zacher received a $1000 scholarship. The McGowan funeral had expenses of $140.40 and
we received $150 from the family for funeral expenses.

Teresa wrote a check to reimburse the Youth who had a food booth during the August 
Motorcycle Rally week. They made $237.79. The youth used a card reader that allowed 
the income to go directly into our account, then we reimbursed them with a check.

Teresa stated that our checking account balance is $6885.51

There is a Youth Rally in Rapid CIty with an expense of $65 per student. A motion 
from Lynda Davis with a second from Dee Dahm led to unanimous approval for the WSJ 
to offer financial support if the need arose.

Teresa reported that Confirmation is November 22, 2025 after Saturday night Mass. 
The WSJ will be providing a meal of roast beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, donated 
salads and desserts from the WSJ who are also responsible for set up, serving and 
clean up. Teresa expects volunteers from WSJ to fulfill these roles.

Teresa asked about a "Winter Fling" event or the Wine and Women event we have done 
in the past. At the last meeting she had chosen December 7 as the day of the event. 
The group consensus was a preference to have the event after the holidays. Sunday 
beginning at 1300 on January 18 will be our Fling day. Agreement from the group is 
to have new wrapped socks placed in a wine glass and an exchange of both will occur.
Attendees are asked to bring snacks and beverages to share. We will party in the 
church basement.

Dee Hone announced that she had been tallying the Lynn's Dakotamart receipts for 



eighteen years. The average income from the receipts is $1200-$1500 per year and is 
used for community needs.

Teresa requested volunteers for reading at Saturday Mass. Contact Teresa at 
ltfiala@gwtc.net if interested.

Lynda Davis requested anyone to fill her role as RICA/OICA coordinator. She has done
the six week program for Catholics who have been baptized but are not active in 
their faith. The programs have been during Advent and Lent. She has all the 
materials and needs someone to cover Advent for her this year.

Conversation about Faith Family Formation (FFF) was led by Dee Dahm. Adult Faith 
Enrichment (new name) with a focus on Forgiveness will commence on October 15 at 
1830. Thoughts were shared by the group of surveying the youth and adults about the 
program being held on Sunday after Mass.
Presently Gina Arp coordinates meals for FFF and invites parish members to provide 
the main meal with attendees bringing side dishes for the youth and teachers. Joan 
Vega from the finance committee stated that money is available for food 
reimbursement for the Youth - not large groups of adults.

Finny presented an over view of the third annual Elders Event held September 13, 
2025 at the Stockade Lake Lutheran church with 52 attendees.

The next meeting of the Women of St. John's is February 1, 2026. The annual Ham 
Dinner will be March 15.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia "Finny" Sechser


